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The Commission on Gender and Geography of the International Geograph-
ical Union is an active group of over 400 geographers from 50 different 
countries in all parts of the world. The Commission has programs on gen-
der issues in many countries, organising annual meetings and expanding 
its intellectual network through newsletters and academic publications. 

http://igugender.socsci.uva.nl/
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Source: Janice Monk (2008): Connecting people, places, and ideas: Reflections on the history of 
the international geographical union commission on gender and geography. Page 8. (Pdf can be 
downloaded from the commission’s homepage.)

Steering Committee Members 2008–2012

Chair: Robyn Longhurst, Univ. of Waikato, Hamilton NZ, robynl@waikato.ac.nz

Treasurer: Holly M. Hapke, East Carolina Univ., Greenville NC USA, hapkeh@ecu.edu

Mariama Awumbila, Development Univ. of Ghana, Legon GH, mawumbil@ug.edu.gh

Mireia Baylina, Univ. Autònoma de Barcelona, Bellaterra ES, Mireia.Baylina@uab.es

Elisabeth Buehler, Univ. of Zurich, Zurich CH, elisabeth.buehler@geo.uzh.ch

Claire Dwyer, University College London, London UK, c.dwyer@geog.ucl.ac.uk

Shirlena Huang, National Univ. of Singapore, SG, geoslena@nus.edu.sg

Shahnaz Huq-Hussain, Univ. of Dhaka, Ramna Dhaka BD, shuqhussain@gmail.com

Susana Veleda de Silva, Univ. Fed. do Rio Grande, Rio Grande RS BR, sucasilva@yahoo.com.br

Sorina Voiculescu, Univ. of West Timisoara, Timisoara RO, vsorina@cbg.uvt.ro



Recent meetings (2004-2009)
2004: 	 Durham, UK, August 12-15: Globalisation and development perspec-

tives: Towards a feminist dialogue. Pre-conference meeting.
2004: 	 Glasgow, Scotland, August 16-20: IGU conference.
2006: 	 Barcelona, Spain, February 22-25: Geography and gender world-

wide. Contesting Angloamerican hegemony.
2006: 	 Hamilton, New Zealand, June 28 - July 1: Shifting boundaries: Gen-

der, bodies and spaces. Pre-conference meeting.
2006: 	 Brisbane, Australia, July 3-7: IGU regional conference.
2007: 	 Zurich, Switzerland, June 1-3: Sustainable public places. Feminist 

perspectives on appropriation, representations and planning of pub-
lic spaces.

2007: 	 Taipei, Taiwan, November 23-26: Transnational lives. Feminist per-
spectives on citizenship, home and belonging.

2008: 	 Tunis, Tunisia, August 11-15: IGU conference.
2009: 	 Szeged, Hungary & Timisoara, Romania, May 22-24: Post-socialism, 

neo-liberalism − old and new gendered societies and policies.

Newsletter
Twice a year the Commission on Gender and Geography’s newsletter is ed-
ited by Janice Monk and sent to the over 400 members of the Commission 
(see map on next page). The newsletters form an important worldwide com-
munication medium. They contain information on past and future meetings 
of the Commission, on meetings organised by national and regional groups 
of feminist geographers, on personal and institutional events, on research 
activities of Commission members and an extensive bibliography of cur-
rent geographic research on gender.

•	 Archive of all published newsletter since 1988: 
	 http://igugender.socsci.uva.nl/newsletter.html
•	 Subscription: Please write  an e-mail to Janice Monk 
	 jmonk@mail.sbs.arizona.edu

Publications
See Commission’s homepage: 
http://igugender.socsci.uva.nl/publications.html

Objectives
The objectives of the Commission are:

•	 To create a comfortable platform for women and men to exchange 
ideas concerning feminist and gender studies in geography

•	 To present and discuss new research on these issues
•	 To create collaborations in research and other academic work 

among students and scholars working on these themes

Central theme 2008-2012
The central theme of the Commission on Gender and Geography in the peri-
od between 2008-2012 is: ‘Gendered Perspectives: Connecting Across Dif-
ference’. This theme allows Commission members to focus on gendered 
differences and the theoretical and practical meanings and implications of 
the connections that can be made to bridge such differences. We intend 
to explore this theme at various scales and in diverse contexts: from inter-
national and global perspectives, to a regional and local scale and on the 
individual scale. Gendered Perspectives: Connecting Across Difference 
allows the Commission members to discuss multiple identities and experi-
ences of difference, connecting gender with culture, ethnicity and nation-
ality, class and economic status and other recurring forms of difference 
such as age and ability/disability and the ways such multiple identities re-
flect situations of ‘connection across difference’.

Planned meetings
2010: 	 Tel Aviv, Israel, July. Pre-meeting to the IGU regional conference 

Bridging diversity in a globalized world. Local organizers are Tovi 
Fenster, University of Tel Aviv and Orna Blumen, University of Haifa. 

2011: 	 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Pre-meeting to the IGU regional conference 
in Santiago, Chile. Local organizers are Joseli Maria Silva, State Uni-
versity of Ponta Grossa and Augusto Cesar Pinheiro da Silva, Cath-
olic University of Rio de Janeiro. 


